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Brandywine Ballet’s Presents DRACULA
[bookmark: _GoBack]New Dinner-and-a-Ballet Ticket Upgrades Available!
2nd Annual Dracula Unmasked Fundraiser Announced

West Chester, PA – Brandywine Ballet presents Dracula October 22 (7:30 pm) & October 23, (7:30 pm), 2010. All performances take place at Brandywine Ballet’s resident theater at the Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall located at the southwest corner of High Street and University Avenue, West Chester, PA 19383. Tickets ranging from $22 - $37 are on sale now at www.brandywineballet.com and (610) 696-2711. Ticket upgrades for Dinner-and-a-Ballet including a 3-course dinner at Avalon Restaurant are available for $35/person (gratuity not included). Student, Senior, and Group discounts are also available. Order an equal number of tickets for all three production-series in a single purchase and receive a 20% subscription discount. 

The abundance of vampire themed books, films and television series in modern popular culture illustrates the enduring nature of the folkloric, political, feminist and religious themes at the center of Bram Stoker’s 19th century Dracula novel. Resident Choreographer Nancy Page’s Dracula, based on the original story, follows the repressed Victorian romance of beautiful Mina and the centuries-old, androgynous, vampire prince Count Dracula. Mina, set to marry English solicitor Jonathan Harker, is suddenly torn over mysterious and conflicting passions for a strange, supernatural presence in her life, ultimately personified by Count Dracula who has the power to shape-shift from an English gentleman to a menacing vampire. As forces and personalities collide, and alliances are threatened, the drama unfolds on stage drawing audiences into a spooky, action-packed, atypical love story, in which not only Mina’s heart, but soul is on the line! In addition to impeccable soloing, sensual pas de deux, and exhilarating ensemble dancing, Dracula includes sets of eerily lit 19th century castles and sun-drenched terraces, tantalizing costumes and suspenseful sword battles, artfully gory makeup design and ghoulish drama, as well as an emotionally moving musical score. Tim Early reprises his long-held role of Dracula this year, with newcomer Thomas Gant inheriting the role of Jonathan Harker. Principal dancers Hannah Telthorster and Jaime Lennon return as Mina and Lucy respectively.

Brandywine Ballet and Avalon Restaurant’s “Dinner-and-a-Ballet” ticket upgrades are a must-do experience for "foodies" and lovers of the ballet alike! This special dinner-and-a-ballet evening includes a 3-course dinner at Avalon Restaurant (one of West Chester's best) and a Brandywine Ballet performance of Dracula. Located at 312 South High Street, West Chester, PA, a convenient two blocks away from Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall, patrons can simply walk to the performance following a satisfying dinner of rustic Italian fare. Avalon Restaurant is a neighborhood BYOB offering casual dining in a stylish–upscale environment. In cooler weather, guests enjoy sitting by the romantic wood-burning stone fireplace and in warmer weather, they dine by the fountain in the covered outdoor garden. The Dinner Upgrade is $35/person, gratuity not included, plus the cost of ballet tickets. Don't miss out on this special offer - purchase your Dinner Upgrade with your next Brandywine Ballet ticket order today!

Area patrons and donors of the arts have a reason to be excited this fall. Brandywine Ballet’s successful Dracula Unmasked: 2nd Annual Bloody Good Evening returns Sunday, October 17 to Faunbrook Bed and Breakfast – and the benefits of support have never been better, just as the need for individual investment in the arts in Pennsylvania has never been greater! The event runs from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. and includes complimentary hors d’oeuvres, red wine and Bloody Mary cocktails, micro-brew beers courtesy of Victory Brewing, as well as several opportunities to win free tickets and merchandise from Brandywine Ballet. A silent auction will be held with all proceeds going to the company’s 31st season of dance. Select cast members of Dracula will be in attendance to meet and greet, autograph Dracula memorabilia, and perform a preview of Dracula’s passionate pas de deux. The event is open to all arts and culture conscientious area residents for donations ranging from $100 to $1000, and an array of attractive Donor Packages are being offered to satisfy all levels of contributors. Attendees must RSVP at (610) 696-2711 or www.brandywineballet.com no later than 3:30 pm, Friday, October 15, 2010.

About Brandywine Ballet: Artistic Director Donna Muzio founded the Brandywine Ballet in 1979. Brandywine Ballet includes pre-professional and professional dancers, as well as guest artists. Brandywine Ballet presents an annual season consisting of a fall series, holiday performances of The Nutcracker, and a spring series at the Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall. The company also makes a number of guest performances throughout the year at Longwood Gardens, Philadelphia’s Painted Bride, Immaculata University, and Delaware County’s Summer Festival at Rose Tree Park in Media, Pennsylvania. The Certificate in Ballet, a joint program with West Chester University, enables dancers to pursue the academic degree of their choice while participating in Brandywine Ballet’s classes, rehearsals, and performances. In recent years, the company has premiered works by guest choreographer’s Matthew Neenan (Ballet X), Ronen Koresh (Koresh Dance Company), Meredith Rainey (formerly Pennsylvania Ballet), and Resident Choreographer Nancy Page. By arrangement with The George Balanchine Trust, Brandywine Ballet has also performed several works in accordance with the Balanchine Style® and Balanchine Technique® Service standards established and provided by the Trust. To date, the company has performed Balanchine’s Concerto Barocco, Tchaikovsky Pas De Deux, Serenade, and most recently Valse-Fantaisie. Brandywine Ballet’s annual performances of The Nutcracker are a popular Chester County holiday tradition. National publication Dance Magazine recently recognized Brandywine Ballet for its thought-provoking mix of classical and contemporary ballet programming. Brandywine Ballet receives support from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, and Chester County Conference and Visitors Bureau.
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