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Brandywine Ballet’s 2010-2011 Season

West Chester, PA – Brandywine Ballet presents its 31st season under Donna Muzio, Founding Artistic Director. The season commences with Dracula October 22 & 23, 2010, followed by holiday favorite The Nutcracker Dec 10 – 19, 2010, and the culminating spring-series Classical & Contemporary Repertoire April 29 & 30, 2011. All performances take place at Brandywine Ballet’s resident theater at the Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall located at the southwest corner of High Street and University Avenue, West Chester, PA 19383. Tickets ranging from $22 - $37 are on sale now at www.brandywineballet.com and (610) 696-2711. Student, Senior, and Group discounts are available. Order an equal number of tickets for all three production-series in a single purchase and receive a 20% subscription discount. For specific performance dates/times, please see Brandywine Ballet’s extended calendar listing below.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The abundance of vampire themed books, films and television series in modern popular culture illustrates the enduring nature of the folkloric, political, feminist and religious themes at the center of Bram Stoker’s 19th century Dracula novel. Resident Choreographer Nancy Page’s Dracula based on the original story, follows the repressed Victorian romance of beautiful Mina and the centuries-old, androgynous, vampire prince Count Dracula. Mina, set to marry English solicitor Jonathan Harker, is suddenly torn over mysterious and conflicting passions for a strange, supernatural presence in her life, ultimately personified by Count Dracula who has the power to shape-shift from an English gentleman to a menacing vampire. As forces and personalities collide, and alliances are threatened, the drama unfolds on stage drawing audiences into a spooky, action-packed, atypical love story, in which not only Mina’s heart, but soul is on the line! In addition to impeccable soloing, sensual pas de deux, and exhilarating ensemble dancing, Dracula includes sets of eerily lit 19th century castles and sun-drenched terraces, tantalizing costumes and suspenseful sword battles, artfully gory makeup design and ghoulish drama, as well as an emotionally moving musical score. Tim Early reprises his long-held role of Dracula this year, with newcomer Thomas Gant inheriting the role of Jonathan Harker. Principal dancers Hannah Telthorster and Jaime Lennon return as Mina and Lucy respectively.

Special guest Jae Hoon Lim of Koresh Dance Company returns for Brandywine Ballet’s 2010 performances of The Nutcracker. Set in the magnificent splendor of the Victorian Era during Act I, Brandywine Ballet’s The Nutcracker transports audiences to the enchanted Land of Sweets in Act II. The characters’ journey from a realistic setting to a magical realm is a pioneering plot motif that literary scholars agree paved the way for other beloved fantasy works such as Alice in Wonderland and The Wizard of Oz. Join Clara and her dream weaving Uncle Drosselmeyer on their adventure full of imagination, in which Toy Soldiers and Mice ballet fiercely, the Sugar Plum Fairy reigns, and an all ages cast of over 80 dancers and actors create pure balletic magic. Comical high jinx, lavishly genteel romance, antique decors, and picturesquely animated action make Brandywine Ballet’s The Nutcracker a roller coaster of intensity and emotions for the whole family. The Nutcracker, a long-running holiday tradition for ballet companies across the country, is sure to delight. Greater Philadelphia audiences are invited to experience the unique charm of Brandywine Ballet’s production.
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Brandywine Ballet’s spring performance is a time for the company to branch out creatively and technically, as the company often tackles thought-provoking new works by contemporary choreographers, and the archival repertoire of such masters as George Balanchine. The spring 2011 performance is no exception. Christopher Fleming’s (former New York City Ballet) Connick Suites and Café Music offer a taste of the choreographer’s highly sought after contemporary balletic style, while Eric Bean Jr.’s (Koresh Dance Co.) Jogo expands on jazzy experimental elements evident in his previous work. The spring production-series will also feature an original work by Resident Choreographer Nancy Page, and a George Balanchine Trust approved performance of Balanchine’s Valse Fantaisie featuring Pennsylvania Ballet’s Jonathan Stiles. 

In addition to its performances, Brandywine Ballet’s special events the Nutcracker Tea (Dec 11 & 18) in the Philips Memorial Library and Dracula Unmasked (Oct 17) fundraiser at Faunbrook Bed and Breakfast have also become important Chester County arts-related occasions. Whether introducing a young one to the magical cast of The Nutcracker over tea, or hobnobbing with masked donors and Dracula himself over a Bloody Mary cocktail, these two special events present area audiences with yet another productive afternoon or evening out in support of a vibrant arts scene in Chester County. Tickets to The Nutcracker Tea are $25/person. 

About Brandywine Ballet: Artistic Director Donna Muzio founded the Brandywine Ballet in 1979. Brandywine Ballet includes pre-professional and professional dancers, as well as guest artists. Brandywine Ballet presents an annual season consisting of a fall series, holiday performances of The Nutcracker, and a spring series at the Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall. The company also makes a number of guest performances throughout the year at Longwood Gardens, Philadelphia’s Painted Bride, Immaculata University, and Delaware County’s Summer Festival at Rose Tree Park in Media, Pennsylvania. The Certificate in Ballet, a joint program with West Chester University, enables dancers to pursue the academic degree of their choice while participating in Brandywine Ballet’s classes, rehearsals, and performances. In recent years, the company has premiered works by guest choreographer’s Matthew Neenan (Ballet X), Ronen Koresh (Koresh Dance Company), Meredith Rainey (formerly Pennsylvania Ballet), and Resident Choreographer Nancy Page. By arrangement with The George Balanchine Trust, Brandywine Ballet has also performed several works in accordance with the Balanchine Style® and Balanchine Technique® Service standards established and provided by the Trust. To date, the company has performed Balanchine’s Concerto Barocco, Tchaikovsky Pas De Deux, Serenade, and most recently Valse-Fantaisie. Brandywine Ballet’s annual performances of The Nutcracker are a popular Chester County holiday tradition. National publication Dance Magazine recently recognized Brandywine Ballet for its thought-provoking mix of classical and contemporary ballet programming. Brandywine Ballet receives support from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, and Chester County Conference and Visitors Bureau. 
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Performance Schedule 2010-2011 - Brandywine Ballet Company
Dracula
October 22 & 23, 2010
Friday, October 22, 2010  	10am - School Show
Friday, October 22, 2010  	7:30pm
Saturday, October 23, 2010  	7:30pm
Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall, West Chester University

Dracula Unmasked
2nd Annual Event at Faunbrook Bed & Breakfast
Sunday, October 17, 2010	5 – 8 pm

The Nutcracker
December 10, 11, 12, 16, 18 & 19, 2010
Friday, December 10, 2010  	10am- School Show (snow date Monday, Dec. 13)
Saturday, December 11, 2010  	2pm
Sunday, December 12, 2010  	2pm
Thursday, December 16, 2010  	10am- School Show (snow date Friday, Dec. 17)
Saturday, December 18, 2010  	2pm
Sunday, December 19, 2010  	6pm
SNOW DATE for public performances- Monday, December 20, 2010	7:00pm
Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall, West Chester University

The Nutcracker Tea
December 11 & 18, 2010
Saturday, December 11, 2010	12:00noon
Saturday, December 18, 2010	12:00noon

Chester County Dance Festival	    .
April 16, 2011
Alumnae Hall, Immaculata University  
                                   
Spring 2011 Performance
April 29 & 30, 2011

Friday, April 29, 2011  		7:30pm
Saturday April 30, 2011  	7:30pm
Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall, West Chester University
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