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BRANDYWINE BALLET WELCOMES NEW 2008-09 COMPANY MEMBERS AND GUEST ARTISTS!

WEST CHESTER – Artistic Director Donna Muzio and Ballet Mistress Nancy Page are pleased to announce Brandywine Ballet’s 2008/09 roster, which includes two new male dancer additions to Brandywine Ballet Theatre (a professional division of the company), a number of new company members, and several exciting guest artists and collaborators. The Company begins its 29th season with 35 members, eighteen of which are in the Brandywine Ballet Theatre (BBT). Two new male dancers, Leroy Church and Alex DiMattia join the Company from their dance programs at the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, and West Chester University respectively. Several guests from the Philadelphia dance scene join Brandywine Ballet this season in various collaborating artist roles, including repetiteur, instructor and choreographer. Guest artists include: Ronen Koresh, Melissa Rector, Eric Bean, and Jae Hoon Lim of the Koresh Dance Company; Matthew Neenan and Christine Cox of Ballet X; and Jessica Gattinella, formerly of the Pennsylvania Ballet, and currently a repetiteur for the George Balanchine Trust. 
New male dancer Leroy Church joins Brandywine Ballet Theatre having just received his B.F.A in Dance Performance from the University of the Arts (UArts) in Philadelphia. In addition to his time at UArts, Mr. Church has trained with Philadanco Company Class, Alvin Ailey School, and Baltimore Dance Tech. His teachers have included Dudley Williams, Christopher Huggins, Don Martin, Virgina Johnson, Camile Brown, Delores Brown, Ronen Koresh, Zane Booker, Peter London, Troy Powell, and Stephanie Powell. Mr. Church has gained substantial performing experience over the years, having appeared as a principal for Freedom Theater, a soloist for Baltimore City Nutcracker at Coppin State University, and a guest with the Rebecca Davis Dance Company, Stephanie Powell Dance Ensemble, and the Western Ballet Theatre.  In 2004, Mr. Church was a NAACP ACT-SO Dance Competition District Winner.

Alex DiMattia also joins the Brandywine Ballet Theatre this season, returning after a brief hiatus. Mr. DiMattia has participated in the company’s Certificate in Ballet through West Chester University, where he is currently a senior. Experienced in ballet, jazz, modern, flamenco, salsa, swing and hip hop, Mr. Di Mattia has studied with the Houston Ballet, Pennsylvania Academy of Ballet, and Kaatsbaan International Dance Center. His teachers have included Christian Holder, Ben Stevenson, Josh White, Margarita De Saa, Lazaro Carreno, and Robert Hill, among others. His talents have earned him scholarships to the Houston Ballet Ben Stevenson Academy, Cincinnati Ballet School, Kaatsbaan International Dance Center, and Pennsylvania Academy of Ballet. In addition to ballet, Mr. DiMattia is an avid surfer and snowboarder.
The Brandywine Ballet Company was founded in 1978 by Artistic Director Donna Muzio in West Chester, PA and has served as the region's premier source for classical and contemporary ballet. Numerous Brandywine Ballet alumni have launched their professional dance careers with the company, going on to dance for nationally recognized dance companies such as the Joffrey Ballet, Miami Ballet and Los Angeles Ballet. The Brandywine Ballet's influence is evidenced by the number of guest artists and former dancers that return to the company to choreograph, perform, and mentor up-and-coming dancers. The company's current roster is the perfect embodiment of such high standards of training and performance.
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