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THE BRANDYWINE BALLET COMPANY ANNOUNCES ITS 2008-09 SEASON!
GUEST CHOREOGRAPHERS TO INCLUDE MATTHEW NEENAN (BALLET X);

 MEREDITH RAINEY (FORMERLY OF PA BALLET)

WEST CHESTER, PA – The Brandywine Ballet Company, supported by the West Chester University College of Visual and Performing Arts, has announced its 29th dance season to take place at the Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall in the Philips Memorial Building on the campus of West Chester University. Artistic Director Donna Muzio is certain that this year’s season, which includes a world premiere, popular selections from the company’s vast repertoire, as well as the holiday favorite The Nutcracker, promises to carry on the Brandywine Ballet’s proud tradition of excellence. The Brandywine Ballet - recently applauded in national publication Dance Magazine for presenting suburban audiences with a winning combination of cutting-edge modern and classical dance - has, indeed, gained something of a distinguished reputation for introducing Chester County audiences to both well-established and emergent urban-based guest choreographers, such as last year’s Roni Koresh of Philadelphia’s Koresh Dance Company. This year, the company is pleased to welcome Philadelphia-based choreographers Matthew Neenan (Ballet X) and Meredith Rainey (formerly of the Pennsylvania Ballet). Ms. Muzio explains “it works out for everyone, guest choreographers are given a new platform to present their work, and our company dancers are given the unique opportunity and distinction of working under some of the industry’s most gifted new artists, which brings home the larger point that ballet is, in fact, a truly living art form!”
The Brandywine Ballet’s season consists of three performance series: a fall and spring show, and of course, Tchaikovsky’s beloved holiday ballet The Nutcracker. The season begins with Voices in October, a perfectly eerie season opener just in time for Halloween, which has been described as follows. “Hysteria,” was a 19th century psychological diagnosis that American novelists Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Edith Wharton, Kate Chopin and Sylvia Plath blasted in their writings for being a form of oppression against women adjusting to changing societal and gender roles during the Industrial Revolution. Nancy Page’s Voices features just such a heroine, torn between the angels and devils of looming insanity brought on by the inner grappling of old communal norms and newfound freedom of expression. Are the voices in her head a sign of impending doom, or can they ultimately set her free? This tour de force of virtuoso variations, partnering, lifts and leaps which explores not just gender and societal roles on stage, but in life, is sure to impress. Audiences will watch in awe as Brandywine Ballet’s nimble dancers weave in and out of an amazingly nuanced play on stage lights that culminates in an astonishing examination of lucidity and shadow, madness and peace of mind! Featuring the hauntingly beautiful music of West Chester native Samuel Barber’s internationally celebrated Adagio for Strings, the production will leave admirers of modern ballet with little doubt as to why Voices has returned to the Brandywine Ballet stage after making its “maiden voyage” in 2000. Opening the program will be Matthew Neenan’s Ragtime and Blue, a light-hearted contemporary ballet featuring the music of Elena Kats-Chernin. Mr. Neenan is the founder of Philadelphia’s Ballet X. His new Carmina Burana for the Pennsylvania Ballet premiered in March 2007.
In December, the Brandywine Ballet presents The Nutcracker, as staged by Donna Muzio and Nancy Page. A time-honored tradition for the entire family, this fantasy ballet, firmly rooted in the grand magnificence of the Victorian era, transports audiences to the dreamy "Land of Sweets." This family production invites viewers to join Clara and her Nutcracker on an enchanted journey full of imagination, in which toy soldiers and mice battle fiercely, the Sugar Plum Fairy reigns in splendor, and a delightful cast of colorful characters of all ages grace the stage. Noted for its pronounced characterization of Drosselmeyer in Act I as the ultimate dream master that sets the stage for Clara’s fantastic voyage to the “Land of Sweets” in Act II, Brandywine Ballet’s The Nutcracker has been hailed as one of the best in the Delaware Valley area, and consistently performs to sold-out audiences. Additionally, the production features stunning scenery, elegant costumes, exquisite choreography, the finest dancers Chester County has to offer, and, of course, Tchaikovsky's memorable score. Ms. Muzio is especially pleased to announce such unique facets to this year’s performance as a brand new snow scene, featuring lovely snow pas by Nancy Page, as well as new costumes in Act II for Angels, Marzipan, and Grande Pas. This December jumpstart your family's holiday spirit by joining the Brandywine Ballet Company for The Nutcracker!
The Brandywine Ballet brings its season to an exciting conclusion in May. A powerhouse of large ensemble work, Romanesque sets, and vivid attire, Nancy Page’s Colour Brillante is a celebration of Mother’s Day and the many blooming colors of spring. Boasting an impressive cast size, Ms. Page’s choreography showcases the consistent talent among all members of the company. Colour Brillante is also an opportunity to see breathtaking breakout solos and pas de deux, which expertly demonstrate the certain balancing act of restraint and exertion that only a ballet dancer can execute artfully; whether a simple flirtatious gesture or unbridled display of passion, the absolute physical demands of ballet performance are rarely this electrifying. Always a crowd favorite, past productions of Colour Brillante have elicited rave popular and critical commentary on the seemingly effortless and ethereal ability of the Brandywine Ballet dancers to uplift and inspire long after the curtains close. Featuring the music of Antonin Dvorak, Colour Brillante is clearly the worthy pinnacle to a superb season. Also on the program will be a world premiere by Meredith Rainey, formerly of the Pennsylvania Ballet. For his original choreography, Mr. Rainey has been the recipient of the 1995 & 2002 PA Council on the Arts Fellowship Grant for Choreography, the 2001 Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation Artist as Catalyst Grant, the 2002 Independence Foundation Fellowship in the Arts, and a 2003 Pew Fellowship in the Arts Finalist.
The Brandywine Ballet Company was founded in 1978 by Artistic Director Donna Muzio in West Chester, PA and has served as the region's premier source for classical and contemporary ballet. Numerous Brandywine Ballet alumni have launched their professional dance careers with the company, going on to dance for nationally recognized dance companies. The Brandywine Ballet's influence is evidenced by the number of guest artists and former dancers that return to the company to choreograph, perform, and mentor up-and-coming dancers. The company's current roster is the perfect embodiment of such high standards of training and performance.
2008-09 Performance Dates/Times:

Voices

Choreography: Nancy Page, Music: Samuel Barber

(also Ragtime & Blue – Choreography: Matthew Neenan, Music: Elena Kats-Chernin)

Friday, October 24, 10 am

Saturday, October 25, 7:30pm

Sunday, October 26, 2:00pm

The Nutcracker

Staged by Donna Muzio & Nancy Page, Music: Pyotr Il'yich Tchaikovsky
Friday, December 12, 10:00 am

Saturday, December 13, 2:00pm

Sunday, December 14, 6:00pm

Thursday, December 18, 10:00 am

Saturday, December 20, 2:00 pm

Sunday, December 21, 2:00pm

Colour Brillante

Choreography: Nancy Page, Music: Antonin Dvorak

(also World Premiere – Choreography: Meredith Rainey, Music: TBA)
Friday, May 8, 7:30 pm

Saturday, May 9, 7:30pm

All shows are held at the Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall, Philips Memorial Building on the campus of West Chester University. Tickets are $20, $25 and $35. To purchase tickets visit our website www.brandywineballet.com or call the box office at (610) 696-2711.
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