(1 of 2)

[image: image1.jpg]Branpywine BalLET



 
NEWS RELEASE – SEPTEMBER 15, 2008
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





 

July 28, 2008

CONTACT: 

Joshua Olmstead, joshua@brandywineballet.com, (610) 692-6402

THE BRANDYWINE BALLET ANNOUNCES ITS FALL 2008 SEASON OPENING PERFORMANCES;

TWO PIECES ADDED TO THE PROGRAM, INCLUDING GEORGE BALANCHINE’S TCHAIKOVSKY PAS DE DEUX;
FEATURING THE MUSIC OF INTERNATIONALLY CELEBRATED COMPOSER AND WEST CHESTER NATIVE SAMUEL BARBER!

WEST CHESTER, PA – The Brandywine Ballet Company, supported by the West Chester University College of Visual and Performing Arts, will perform a special season opening repertory performance this October featuring the works of George Balanchine, Matthew Neenan, and Nancy Page, as well as music by Samuel Barber. The performances will take place Saturday, October 25, 7:30pm, and Sunday, October 26, 2:00pm at the Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall in the Philips Memorial Building on the campus of West Chester University. The Brandywine Ballet has strived in recent years to offer Chester County audiences a well-balanced mix of historically significant, classical repertoire and cutting-edge, original works – the 2008 season opening performance entitled Voices promises just such an evening of dance!
Brandywine Ballet’s fall performance opens with Matthew Neenan’s Ragtime and Blue, which had its debut with the company in the spring of 2006. Featuring the music of Elena Kats-Chernin, Ragtime and Blue is a light-hearted contemporary piece. Mr. Neenan is the founder of Philadelphia’s Ballet X, and Choreographer-in-Residence for the Pennsylvania Ballet. Mr. Neenan’s company Ballet X is a new, Philadelphia dance company with an ambitious goal—to redefine ballet and bring it into the new century.  While firmly rooted in rigorous, classical ballet training and technique, Ballet X brings a contemporary sensibility to the art form, infusing its work with a new vision of athleticism, emotion and intimacy. Also, an active choreographer for the Pennsylvania Ballet, his new Carmina Burana was premiered by the company in March 2007.

Second on the fall program is the Tchaikovsky Pas De Deux, a licensed George Balanchine work that the Brandywine Ballet first had the distinct honor of performing in spring 2004. Originally intended for Swan Lake, the music was lost until the 1950’s due to its not being published with the rest of the Swan Lake score. Upon the score’s discovery by the Tchaikovsky Foundation, George Balanchine choreographed a pas de deux to the music for Violette Verdy and Conrad Ludlow. Tchaikovsky Pas De Deux had its world debut with the New York City Ballet on March 29, 1960. A relatively quick, short piece, Tchaikovsky Pas De Deux contains sensual visual patterns and has been celebrated for the certain daring and sense of wild, yet restrained, abandon it requires of performing dancers. 
Never Ending Road is the third piece on the fall 2008 program and has been choreographed by 
Ballet Mistress Nancy Page. Featuring the music of Loreena McKennitt, the style of the work is based in Celtic rhythms and visual narratives. The costumes comprising chiffon skirts with unitards of marbled purple shades promise to accentuate the underlying the themes of adventure and deliverance in the lyrics:  



The road now leads onward as far as can be

                       
Winding lanes and hedgegrows in threes

                      
By purple mountains and round every bend

                     
All roads lead to you there is no journey's end 
(2 of 2)

The title piece Voices, also by Brandywine Ballet’s Ballet Mistress Nancy Page offers a perfectly eerie glimpse into “hysteria,” a 19th century psychological diagnosis that such American novelists Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Edith Wharton, Kate Chopin and Sylvia Plath blasted in their writings for being a form of oppression against women adjusting to changing societal and gender roles during the Industrial Revolution. Voices features just such a heroine, torn between the angels and devils of looming insanity brought on by the inner grappling of old communal norms and newfound freedom of expression. Are the voices in her head a sign of impending doom, or can they ultimately set her free? This tour de force of virtuoso variations, partnering, lifts and leaps which explores not just gender and societal roles on stage, but in life, is sure to impress. Audiences will watch in awe as Brandywine Ballet’s nimble, athletic dancers weave in and out of an amazingly nuanced play on stage lights that culminates in an astonishing examination of lucidity and shadow, madness and peace of mind! Featuring the hauntingly beautiful music of West Chester native Samuel Barber’s internationally celebrated Adagio for Strings, the production will leave admirers of modern ballet with little doubt as to why Voices has returned to the Brandywine Ballet stage after making its “maiden voyage” in 2000.
The Brandywine Ballet Company was founded in 1978 by Artistic Director Donna Muzio in West Chester, PA and has served as the region's premier source for classical and contemporary ballet. Numerous Brandywine Ballet alumni have launched their professional dance careers with the company, going on to dance for nationally recognized dance companies such as the Joffrey Ballet, Miami Ballet and Los Angeles Ballet. The Brandywine Ballet's influence is evidenced by the number of guest artists and former dancers that return to the company to choreograph, perform, and mentor up-and-coming dancers. The company's current roster is the perfect embodiment of such high standards of training and performance.
VOICES

Brandywine Ballet’s Fall 2008 

Season Opening Performance 

Voices

Choreography: Nancy Page, Music: Samuel Barber

Also on the program:

Tchaikovsky’s Pas De Deux

Choreography: George Balanchine, Music: Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky

 Ragtime & Blue 

Choreography: Matthew Neenan, Music: Elena Kats-Chernin
Never Ending Road
Choreography: Nancy Page, Music: Loreena McKennitt
Performance Dates
Saturday, October 25, 7:30pm

Sunday, October 26, 2:00pm

All shows are held at the Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall, Philips Memorial Building on the campus of West Chester University. Tickets are $20, $25 and $35. To purchase tickets visit our website www.brandywineballet.com or call the box office at (610) 696-2711.
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